THE   CONSERVATIVE   REACTION       l8j
as Bache, Duane, and Freneau, exclaimed on one occasion, "O base democracy! Why, it is absolutely worse than street-sweepings, or the filth of the common sewers/' One of his Philadelphia fellow apologists for aristocracy, Joseph Dennie, declared in 1803 in his periodical The Port Folio that a democracy, scarcely tolerable in any period, would in America issue in civil war, anarchy, desolation. ""The institution of a scheme of policy so radically contemptible and vicious is a memorable example of what the villainy of some men can devise, the folly of others receive, and both establish in spite of reason, reflection, and sensation/'3 As an esteemed arbiter of taste Dennie bestowed praise on Irving and Paulding when, in 1807, their Salmagundi exposed "Jacobinical shortcomings/'
Verse makers, among whom Thomas Green Fessenden was typical,, called on the Muse to aid in the fight against such allies of equalitarian^ ism as faith in reason and the idea of the perfectibility of human nature:
. . . democrats, Illuminees, Are birds obscene, and of a feather, Should therefore all be classed together.
They all object to the propriety Of law and order in society, Think reason will supply restraints, And make mankind a set of saints.
Now it appears from what I state here, My plans for mending human nature Entitle men to take the chair From Rousseau, Godwin, or Voltaire.
They are of immense utility Ahd tend to man's perfectibility; And if pursu'd, I dare to venture ye, He'll be an angel in a centuryl
And I'll unmask the Democrat, Your sometimes this thing, sometimes thai*, Whose life is one dishonest shuffle, Lest he perchance the mob should ruffle.
8 ThePort Folio, III (April 23,1803), 135.